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Incision and Drainage of a Skin Abscess

Treatment of a skin absce?s*r‘.lﬁay requure o DENINg
the abscess with a sur;cal knife to dra| itt us.

v-_) Skin above abscess AR\
: 's,opened with a - ‘ p Abscess cavity is

drained and cleaned.

» Sometimes the doctor will pack the drained abscess cavity\WEth aribbon
of gauze, leaving a short wick outsnde of the wound. The gauze allows

The cavity will heal
from the inside as
you remove wick.

Gently pull
the wick out a
little bit each day.

== Drainage catheter
Penl'OSE draln(O pen dra|n) | Suture material with knots
Ski
A Penrose drain is a soft and flexible. This drain doesn’t have a ' / "

collection device. It empties into absorptive dressing material, it
promotes drainage passively. With the drainage moving from the
area of grater pressure in the wound or surgical site to the area of

less pressure.



